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          WAF Congress Meeting 2018 
 

 

OFFICIAL MINUTES  
 

WORLD ARMWRESTLING FEDERATION 
CONGRESS MEETING / GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Kremlin Palace Business Center, Antalya - Turkey 
on 14th of October 2018 at 16:30 

 
 
Executive Board and Directorate: 
 
President:  Assen Hadjitodorov 
 
General Secretary: Mircea Simionescu-Simicel 
 
Vice Presidents:   
  Europe  – Atilla Csabai 
  North America  – Simon Berriochoa  
  South America  – Humberto Panzetti 
  Asia  – Jeenbek Mukanbetov  
  Africa  – Zien Alabedin Ali 
 
Head Referee: Leonard Harkless  
 
Country list and representative persons: 
 
1. Armenia  - Gabrielyan Arsen 
2. Azerbaijan  - Jasarat Ahmadov 
3. Belarus  - Victor Bratchenia 
4. Belgium - Jean-Frederic Andre 
5. Brazil  - Mauro Pascoa / Marcio Moreira 
6. Bulgaria  - Veronika Bonkova / Lucy Mazhdrakova 
7. Canada  - Rick Pinkney 
8. Costa Rica - Edgardo Picado / Enrique Nunez 
9. Croatia  - Aleksandar Jakovac 
10. Egypt - Nasr Yousef 
11. Finland - Erika Ketula / Lukka-Pekka Lukkarka 
12. Georgia - Ioseb (Soso) Jachvliani 
13. Ghana - Charles Osei Asibey / Kofi Addo Agyekum 
14. Hungary  - Doro Zsolt 
15. India - Hashim Reza Zabeh 
16. Iran  - Ezatollah Rajabloo 
17. Italy  - Claudio Rizza / Caterina Crucittii 
18. Japan - Takashi Ueno / Hideki Ohmura 
19. Kazakhstan  - Assainov Marat  
20. Korea - Seung Min Bae 

21. Kyrgyzstan  - Siezbek Abdyldaev 
22. Latvia  - Raimonds Liepins / Olegs Gantimurovs 
23. Lithuania  - Vydas Mikelionis 
24. Malaysia  - Zil Fadli / Mathew Barin 
25. Moldova - Grumeza Alexandru / Anna Belenciuc 
26. Norway  - David Eilertsen 
27. Pakistan - Qaisar Khan 
28. Poland - Igor Mazurenko 
29. Romania  - Eduard Dimiean 
30. Russia - Alexander Filimonov / Andrey Petrov 
31. Slovakia  - Matus Hlubik 
32. Sweden  - Anders Axklo / Jimmy Cebula 
33. Switzerland - Ivan Sciaron   
34. South Korea - Seung-Min Bae 
35. Tajikistan  - Farkhod Sultanov 
36. Ukraine  - Volodymyr Petrenko / Oleksandr Komarevych 
37. United States - Vazgen Soghoyan / Simon Berriochoa 
38. Uzbekistan - Kurbon Konishov 
 

 
Total countries: 38   
 
Congress started 17:20 
  



 
 

Minutes of the WAF Congress Meeting 2018, Antalya - Turkey, October 2018   Page 2 of 13 

 

1. Welcome and Attendance 

 
General Secretary welcomed audience, thanked the Turkish president Niyazi Kurt for hosting the worlds and gave him the floor. Niyazi 
thanked and declared himself happy to have such a big attendance. He apologized to the guests if they had any problems due organization 
and assure them of his full support. 
Next welcome is from the WAF President, Mr. Assen Hadjitodorov.  
“Dear friends, for me it is a real pleasure to see you all here in this full hall with WAF members and welcome you to our anniversary 40th 
World Armwrestling Championship. This number shows that we are wise enough to do our best and very quickly to reach the goals that 
we are trying to achieve, Paralympic and Olympic games.  
On behalf of the Executive Board of WAF, I would like to express our thanks and gratitude to Niyazi Kurt, the President of the Turkish 
Federation. He did great job to welcome everybody here and to do this championship 40th anniversary real remarkable.  
I know he bring our sport in his heart, he gave all his love for all this preparations, and of course, his wife as well, she was helping very 
much to us too, so on behalf of the WAF Executive Board big thanks to you and to all the organizing committee.  
So, you know everyone liked the presents, you showed your respect to everyone with this nice presents that we will remember for life.  
I think there is one more thing to praise and to be very happy that is a proof that our sport is growing very fast. I think we have records by 
the participants taking part in this championship, Mircea can announce the exact number and countries later and I believe that 
armwrestling, as one of the most accessible sports, received very quickly all those recognitions of the world global sports organizations, 
that it deserves.  
So welcome once again, I wish good luck to all teams, do your best and keep working hard to promote the sport inside the countries, 
inside your continents and I believe that all together we are really very strong sport organization. Later when we have the point for the 
reports, I will give more information about what we did, and we will comment some important questions, so thanks for your attention and 
let’s quickly go through the agenda. Thank you.” 
 
General Secretary asked everyone to sign the attendance list. Poland joined the list. 
 
General Secretary kindly ask for a volunteer to count the votes. Dorin Costache (Romania) offered himself to count the votes. 

 

ACCEPTED  41  0  0 

 
Number of votes is bigger than the number of signed-in countries. All in favor. 

 
 

2. Approval of 2017 Congress Meeting Minutes from Budapest, Hungary  

 
General Secretary propose to vote for the approval of 2017 Congress Minutes from Budapest.  
No comments on the minutes. 

 

ACCEPTED  37  0  0 

 
 

3. Affiliation of New Members 

 
General Secretary presented two applicants which registered at least one competitor, thanked them and welcomed the new 
members.  

 
1. MALI – Africa 

 

ACCEPTED  38  0  0 
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2. PALESTINE – Asia  
 

Ahmed (AAF) asked details about Palestine as they didn’t know about them. General Secretary explained that they have only 
one competitor, they fulfill all membership criteria and they paid their duties to AAF and WAF. AAF received all communications 
by email and did not denied the membership. 
Frederic asked if the Asian federation approved them and clarifications have been made. 

 

ACCEPTED  39  0  2 

 
 

4. Approval of Reports  

 
Report of the President Assen Hadjitodorov: “I will not waste our time, you can read in detail my report which it is included into the 
agenda. In short I would like to tell you that it was a very dynamic year that we can declare historical for our sport, now when WAF became 
full member of SportAccord, GAISF the Global Association of International Sport Federations, we worked and fight for achieving this goal 
for 4 years with Mircea, two times we were unlucky but the third time all in favor voted and supported our bid to be full member of GAISF. 
This is a gate to all important games, from now on there is no doubt armwrestling is real sport, all national sport authorities already will 
recognize our sport in their countries and it happened on 20th of April in Thailand, and I would like, this is my proposal, to approve 20th 
of April as World Armwrestling day and to start celebrating it every year in each country. Without GAISF recognition we could not 
apply for Olympic recognition, for world games for all those very important sport events. I would like to use this opportunity to thank to all 
those countries which gave supporting recognition letters from NSA, without your efforts we couldn’t achieve this goal. But finally, we can 
celebrate this, because it was the keystone for our sport to enter inside the big sport family. So, who is for to approve  
20th of April as World Armwrestling day and start celebrating it starting next year.” 

 

ACCEPTED  41  0  0 

 
The President continues: “Thank you very much and I encourage you form next year to prepare a special event especially on the 20 th of 
April to celebrate our world armwrestling day. 
During this year I had many very important meetings with the presidents of the biggest sport organizations like ipc. First, I met Andrew 
Parson the new elected IPC president in Hungary during the anniversary of Hungarian Paralympic committee, we discussed with him the 
possibility to become Paralympic game sport, after that I met him during the PyeongChang winter Paralympic games.  
In PyeongChang, for the first time the IOC President met the WAF President, myself. We had very constructive discussions with Thomas 
Bach, I informed him about all our activities in all our continents and he was really surprised to hear how recognized and how popular our 
sport is. I assured him that we are knocking on his door to open it and welcome armwrestling as Olympic sport.  
There were another important meetings with the management of IPC which we met this year three times: once in PyeongChang, in 
Canada and in Bonn finally at their headquarters. Unfortunately, we were unlucky not to be approved for the 2024 Paralympic games 
because we did not have a real path plan what is the system how our para-athletes receive the quota for the Paralympic games. We 
understood what we missed and under their guidelines we developed the path plan which today we have to approve it. Without such a 
thing we will never be allowed to the Paralympic games. 
We are permanently participating, the head of our para-armwrestling committee Lucy Mazhdrakova, is permanently participating all those 
new meetings regarding any new idea classification, working closely with their staff so I believe next time we must be in the Paralympic 
games program.  
Now we are working to be a demo sport in Paris 2024 which as well will be a very big recognition if it happens.  
During European Para-Armwrestling Championship we had the special guest, for the first time in the history of our sport, the President of 
the European Paralympic Committee Mr. Ratko Kovačić, he saw and watched live our para-armwrestling championship and he was 
impressed. Together with him we sent a request to IPC and to French NPC to allow para-armwrestling as a demo sport in Paris and we 
expect to see if there is a way to see that happen. 
Another historical moment happening during this year, you know for three years, together with Jeenbek Mukanbetov our President of Asia 
and with Siezbek Abdyldaev the President of Kyrgyzstan, we prepared to include armwrestling into the World Nomad Games (WNG). 
Thanks to their really hard work, for first time we participated there. We actually opened the WNG what is for the first time armwrestling 
become a part of a world global sport event. 31 TV channels from all around Asia and Europe broadcasted this championship and showed 
our sport.  
I had very important meetings with many national sports leaders like presidents of NPS’s, sport ministries or deputy ministries of sport 
where I tried to do lobby for our sport, because when time comes the global sport organizations to approve us, we will need national sport 
Olympic Committees or Paralympic Committees to vote for us to be included into the program of Paralympic or Olympic games.  
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I encourage all of you to start already lobbying for our sport because without lobby we can be the best, but we will never be part of those 
games.  
This is in short, as I promised you, you saw for 6 years that our dreams one after one became true, 6 years ago when I was elected in 
Brazil, we dream to be recognized by IPC by IOC to become a member of SportAccord and now all those doors are open for armwrestling.  
Let we use this opportunity and to go faster, that means only two words "hard work" in each country, I ask you to keep working in the way 
you did so far, and I believe the success will be in our side.  
I would like to express the gratitude to African continent for their great African Championships, they did remarkable work and I think 
African athletes were satisfied very much to take part into the championship in Ghana.  
In the same way we had very successfully Asian championships, this year in Kazakhstan, with more than 500 participants including Para 
athletes.  
I know that in north American continent Simon Berriochoa is doing great job, Panzetti Humberto as well in the South American continent. 
Next year GAISF SportAccord Convention will be in Australia and we have a chance to present in front of everybody the armwrestling 
sport, we will do our best together with Phil Rasmussen the president of Australia and Oceania to organize this in the best way and show 
that armwrestling can be one of the best sports.  
I will not waste more time. Thanks once again, thank for all of you who supported this hard path that we went so far. I believe that there 
is only one way to be united and to go only straight on. All my goals, all my efforts are focused exactly in this. We have big competition 
together with us, who are trying to achieve those goals, so it depends of us we will run for work or stand. Thank you” 
 
African President Zien Alabedin Ali. Report presented by Nasr Yousef. “President Zien thanks participating countries who registered 
in the African championship, thank to Turkish Federation for their hosting. Also, a lot of thanks for Mr. Assen Hadjitodorov, the President 
of WAF and Mircea Simionescu-Simicel the General Secretary, for their efforts to develop armwrestling all over the world, our federation 
is working to develop armwrestling all over the African continent. For sure Africa faced a lot of problems, the long distance between African 
countries make it difficult to travel. Also, we hope hosting the world championship in any country of Africa. Finally thank a lot to all and 
wish good luck to all athletes.” 
Charles Osei Asibey from Ghana continued with the African Report: “Well the report is going to be very brief, like we said we hosted the 
African Championship in Accra, Ghana and to encourage a lot of countries to come and participate we offered free accommodation to all 
African participating countries. We also brought Togo to participate into the African Armwrestling Championship for the first time, so the 
number increased. Mali is the next host for the African Armwrestling Championship and we invite all of you. The system for scoring in the 
World Armwrestling Championship is nice and we appeal to WAF to try to introduce it to all the continental federations. Africa is big and 
for that reason we are unable to get a lot of countries to come to one venue for championships. Very soon we will introduce regional 
competitions, we will zone African continent into 4 regions. We will also continue to ask for support from the developed countries in 
armwrestling and WAF because Africa continent will develop very fast. Finally, in 2023 Ghana is bidding to host All African Games and 
we will be going to present armwrestling as a demo sport. This is the only way we can get more countries to play armwrestling. We thank 
you very much and we still ask that countries who can support Africa, we need your tables, we need your technical assistance, please 
channel it to WAF and we will get it.”  
 
Asian President, Jeenbek Mukanbetov. “Dear friends I will not take you too long. This year was very hard, and we had a lot of thigs to 
do, during the April in the best resort of Kazakhstan we had the Asian championship, more than 600 best competitors from Asia took part 
in this competition. We held also Nomad Games as you all know. We sent invitations to more than 120 countries. We don't need visa for 
91 country. What is the point of this games? All people were Nomads once. There are sports which are forgotten. And they are forgotten 
because of different reasons and now we want to make them alive. We don't like old games anymore. On the opening ceremony of the 
World Nomad Games there were many presidents from Turk-speaking countries. This is around 280 million people. So, I would like to 
say that the opening ceremony and the closing ceremony was watched by the 1,5 billion people all around the world. The games were 
broadcasted by 81 tv channels. We gave the way now to Turkey, which will host World Nomad Games in 2020. So many people, for the 
first time watching armwrestling all around the world. Thank you.” 
 
General Secretary mentioned that South America report is included in the books. North America have no report.  
 
Next report will be presented by the WAF Head Referee Leonard Harkless. “Yesterday we hold the referee seminar. We were testing for 
the certification. We tested 54 referees yesterday. I've been handling out the results to the country heads. Tomorrow we will have 21 
master referees working in this championship. My ultimate goal is running the world championship with only master referees.  
A couple of years ago I was given a permission to work on a prototype of a pad. I have a prototype here with me and after congress I 
invite you to take a look at it and give me your opinion. The goal of new pad is to eliminate half of the elbow fouls. See you tomorrow on 
the tables.”  
 
  



 
 

Minutes of the WAF Congress Meeting 2018, Antalya - Turkey, October 2018   Page 5 of 13 

 

Next report will be presented by the WAF Anti-Doping Committee. Report presented by Frederic: “I will give very short report. At the 
last European Championship, we had two positive cases. One was Ahmet Guner from Turkey and the other one David Kashakashvili 
from Georgia. So, we have the first result from the laboratory and notification was sent to the two federations and to the athletes. Now we 
are still waiting for extra analysis, that were needed for these two cases and after that, anti-doping committee will take a definitive decision. 
They are suspended, in the notification letter they are suspended from the date we had the result. Supplementary from our testing plan 
we will target testing athletes from Kazakhstan, Georgia, Egypt, and Bulgaria. For the planned in-competition tests, we will test every day 
of the championship: Juniors 18, juniors 21, senior men and women and then masters. In total we will do 40 tests. I would like your 
approval to use as a volunteer from Brazil, Mrs. Jovana Barbosa Costa de Almeida. She proposed us to work as a volunteer during the 
championship and she is a graduate in physical education and also a specialist in doping protocol. So, I want to make a general remark 
we need a hand of all national federations for the educational goals that must be done at a national level. This is especially important for 
the young competitors, for new people in your federations. Last time we had only two positive tests, but please don’t forget that there is 
sanction if there are two or more than two positive cases from the same country. Please don't stop your efforts, it’s better to have just two 
tests, but we are still in the highest percentage of the statistics of positive results among the other sports. So, I wish all the teams very 
good championship and I insist on a value of the fair play in sport. Thank you very much.” 
 
Next report will be presented by the WAF Para-Armwrestling Committee, Ms. Lyudmila Mazhdrakova, the head of the Committee. 
“Thank you very much, it’s a big honor for me to be in such historical times, historical times for WAF. These three years as we know we 
created our classification code and we became a part of the big family of Paralympic sport worldwide. For sure it needs a lot of efforts 
and of course all the national federations, all the athletes, all the WAF's leaders must make all the best to achieve our goal to become 
Paralympic game sport. In the last year we had three times our classification panel, it was World Championship in Budapest September 
2017, then we made our classification panel in Poland, November, then it was in May in Bulgaria at European Championship. As the 
result of our efforts for now we have and 412 athletes from 33 countries classified in our master list. As numbers maybe, this is not so 
much, but concerning the disabled athletes in world sport, I think Mr. Hadjitodorov can confirm that there are a lot of sports that are not 
represented in such a way. In the last year I would say thank you very much to all the national federations because it was tremendous 
increase of the seriousness in connection with the classification. And I would like to say in the end that classification is one of the biggest 
points worldwide, and of course a big challenge to make sport honest, and very open way. Thank you very much.” 
 
Next report of the WAF General Secretary Mircea Simionescu-Simicel 
“Dear friends I will present a short report about the participation in this world championship. So far, we registered 46 countries and we 
have a record number of athletes participating, which so far, its 1206 competitors. And for this, I will like to thank all of you for bringing 
your teams in big numbers” 
 
 

5. Approval of WAF World Championships and other Sanctioned Championships 

 
Bid for 2022 World Armwrestling and Para-Armwrestling Championship was presented by Azerbaijan. 
 

Mr. Jasarat Ahmedov, the President of the Azerbaijan Federation presented the bid for the 44th World Armwrestling and the 25th  World 
Para-Armwrestling Championships in 2022 and assured the audience that “the welcoming, accommodation of athletes, of referees, team 
captains, leaders of the country federations, technical staff, media and guests will be carried out at the highest level. The venue will be 
the National Gymnastic Arena in Azerbaijan, which is the greatest and largest sport arena in our country. The Live TV broadcasting will 
be available for viewing not only the final competitions but the entire championship including opening ceremony and awarding ceremonies 
on the Azerbaijan sport channel. I think this innovation will contribute to increasing interest to our sport all around the world. We would 
send a special invitation to the President of Republic of Azerbaijan, to the President of the National Olympic Committee to participate in 
the opening ceremony. 
Dear Mr. Hadjitodorov, Dear esteemed colleagues, our experience shows that Azerbaijan Armwrestling Federation has every opportunity 
to organize the World Championships at the highest level. I am the vice President of the European Armwrestling Federation and the 
President of the Azerbaijan Armwrestling Federation, once again assure you, that if you vote for, the 2022 Championships will be held in 
our country, will set down in gold letters in the history of the World Armwrestling. Thank you very much.” 

 
2022 – Azerbaijan 

 

ACCEPTED  36  2  1 

 
Bid for 2023 World Armwrestling and Para-Armwrestling Championship was presented by Kazakhstan and will be included in 
the next year agenda for approval. 
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6. Approval of Financial report 2017 / 2018 

 
General Secretary informed the audience that the Financial Report 2017-2018 was audited by the WAF elected financial auditor Mr. 
Volodimir Petrenko and gave him the word. 
Mr. Petrenko: “Dear colleagues, now you can see the financial report of the WAF for the period from September 2017 to October 2018. 
The General Secretary gave me all supporting financial documents from the federation. I checked all 17 points of the report. And I can 
inform you that all expenses of WAF have all documents on them. So I ask the congress of WAF to approve the report. Thank you.”” 

 

ACCEPTED  29  0  4 

 
 

7. Modifications of statutes, bylaws and rules  

 
1. Proposal from the President 

 
1. Increasing the athlete license fee from 5 € to 10 € in order to cover the annual membership fees to the international 

organizations where WAF is member and take part to their meetings. 
 

Frederic Andre commented, and he was clarified by the General Secretary. 
 

ACCEPTED  21  10  4 

 
 

2. Naming the Para-Armwrestling Championship for Deaf athletes Deaf-Armwrestling Championship according with the 
request of Deaflympic organization.  

 
The President clarified: “We apply now for the recognition by the Deaflympic, and to include Armwrestling to the Deaflympic 
Games. That is why they request us, as we separated World Armwrestling Championship and World Para-Armwrestling 
Championships for the para-athletes, to have the same way the World Deaf Armwrestling Championship in order to fulfil their 
requirements. That’s why I do this proposal.” 
General Secretary confirmed that it’s just naming, it’s not separating the championships. 

 

ACCEPTED  39  0  0 

 
 

2. Proposal from the General Secretary 
 
1. Approval of the Para-Armwrestling Qualification Rules for the Armwrestling Paralympic Games future application.  

 
General Secretary presented the proposal “This is only formality. As you all know, we applied for 2024 Paris Paralympic games 
and we were informed by the IPC that in order to apply for Paralympic Games inclusion we have to have a set of rules for the 
qualification of our athletes into a future Paralympic Games. For this we create this set of rules in cooperation with IPC, where 
me and Mr. Assen went for meetings and we agree to create this set of rules, which are included in the working book. This is a 
simulation for the period 2021 - 2024 Paralympic program, and it shows the main rules for qualifying athletes for the Paralympic 
games in case we were accepted for the 2024. Of course, this document can be developed or improved until next application 
for the Paralympic games. So, I kindly ask you to vote as a formality for the Para-Armwrestling Qualification Rules for the 
Armwrestling Paralympic Games in the Paralympic program.” 

 

ACCEPTED  36  0  1 
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3. Proposal from the European Armwrestling Federation 
 
1. Approval of the World Armwrestling day as 20th of April (start 2019). 

 
The proposal was voted during President report. 

 

ACCEPTED  41  0  0 

 
 

2. EAF Referee Panel Proposals 
 

2.1. Proposal 1: 4 referees for the seated matches. 
 

Section 5 Competition Rules, 5.4 Rules for Para‐Armwrestling 
Nothing Existing 
Proposed 
“In seated matches there must be 4 referees: 2 for the table top and 2 to hold chairs and watch for seated fouls.” 

 
WAF Referee Panel opinion “the Referee panel discussed this, and we have been currently using 4 referees. We have no 
objection with this proposal” 

 

ACCEPTED  38  0  0 

 
 

2.2. Proposal 2: Safety railing for stages higher than 1 meter 
 

Section 2 ‐ Equipment Specifications, 2.11. Staging 
Existing 
If raised staging is used, hosts are responsible for supplying or installing protective railing around the perimeter, to prevent competitors from falling off. 
Proposed 
The staging must contain a step down of 17" to 21" inches (43.18 to 53.34 cm) with a minimum width of 39.3 inches (1meter) for the second referee to stand 
down on to help lower them from obscuring the view of spectators / TV. 
If the drop from the referees staging is more than (1 meter) high off the ground the hosts are also responsible for supplying and installing protective railing 
around the perimeter to prevent competitors and officials from falling off. 

 
WAF Referee Panel opinion “WAF referee panel has no objections” 

 

ACCEPTED  34  0  4 

 
 

2.3. Proposal 3: Visual impairment athletes must wear eye mask. 
 

5.4. Rules for Para‐Armwrestling, Rules for the Visual impaired (VI) athletes 
Existing 
5.4.10 To enter the championships for the blind you must be registered blind. 
Proposed To add 
Visually impaired must wear an eye mask or blindfold. 

 
General Secretary confirmed that we already use eye mask and asked members to vote. 

 

ACCEPTED  35  0  0 
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4. Proposal from the Asian Armwrestling Federation 
 
1. Accept the review of video evidence in case of protests. 

 
 

1. Judge to admit, at all official competitions, which are held under the rules of WAF, any video data (video clip), given to them, during the examination of the 
protest, on condition, if on the video media (video camera, photo camera, mobile phone and others) will be a clear, undeniable image or a still frame can be 
made, which will show clearly the appeared situation (separation of the elbow, hand bent, shoulder touch, false start and others ) 

 
WAF Referee Panel opinion presented by the Head Referee Leonard Harkless: “The referee panel voted anonymously against 
this proposal. The use of the video in a protest is not fare, because it only giving one angle and one point of view. Most of the 
time it’s on the long angle up or angle down. The referee panel would ask you not to vote for this proposal. Thank you.” 
 
AAF President Mr. Jeembek Mukambetov answered: “I’m thankful to Mr. Harkless, as a professional, he said all correct, but on 
his behalf. You all watched the world football championship in Russia, according to the opinion of the specialists it was the 
best championship of football in history. All knew technical means, video was used there. And we don’t have doubled 
understanding of the situation. Who is the main person on any competition? It is the sportsman. You all are people who brought 
their sportsmen here, trainers. Because of them, we all are here together now. Why because of the mistake of referees, the 
sportsman has to suffer. Any sport where the person is judging is subjective. We understand this and want to minimize the 
mistakes of judgement. Why we proposed this? We respect our judges a lot, but we understand that if the person made a 
mistake, he can correct it. We are not against judges, they are our representatives. We want to help. That is why Asian federation 
proposed this. Because I saw many times, personally, how judges make mistakes. Let’s minimize that. That is all. Thank you 
very much.” 
 
General Secretary asked members to vote. 

 

ACCEPTED  24  8  4 

 
 

2. Commission for judging the protests. 
 
2. Introduce and approve on World Championships to the program of judgement THE COMISSION, which all the time will be at the competitions, and will 
consider all the protests, to take and make fair decisions on them. The jury must include an odd number of people. The Jury Regulations are attached. 

 
WAF Referee Panel opinion: “The referee panel is against this proposal” 

 

ACCEPTED  28  5  4 

 
 

3. Measures to be taken against referees mistaken decisions. 
 
3. To punish judges by lowering the rank by one category, if they made more than two mistakes during one day of the competition. 

 
WAF Referee Panel opinion: “The referee panel is already doing this on their own, so they are punished. And we want the 
explanation of the definition of the mistake.” 
AAF General Secretary Mr. Akhmed Aliyev answered: “Dear friends and colleagues. We want you to understand correctly this 
position. It concerns half of our referees. They think if they became once, they are masters for the whole life. They stop to be 
scared that they can make a mistake, and they are not punished at all. They stop to educate and to develop themselves. They 
don't have a fear. So, we don't want to have any corruption between judges. When a referee judges other countries, he/ she 
judges very good. But he never does this with sportsmen from his/ her own country. So what is a mistake? The mistake is the 
accepted protest.” 
 

ACCEPTED  25  9  4 
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4. Bid for the Worlds 2023. 
 

4. Leaders of the Kazakhstan Armwrestling Federation led by its President Marat Asainov, ask to entrust, accept and vote for hosting the World Championship 
in Kazakhstan, Almaty in 2022-2024.  A guarantee letter from the leading national televisions is attached. 

 
General Secretary reminded members that the bidding for 2023 Worlds can be voted in 2019. The proposal will be included into 
the next year agenda. No voting. 
 
 

POSTPONED       
 
 

5. Category equivalence for Grand Masters, same as Masters. 
 
5. Changing of weight categories of Grand Masters (50+), to make them like Masters (40+) 

 
General Secretary presented the proposal. The proposal will add 4 (four) categories per arm. 
 
Proposed:  
GRAND MASTERS (50 years and older) Left & Right Hand  
Men:  -70, 80, 90, 100, 100+ kg  
Women:  -60, 70, 80, 80+ kg  

Actual: 
GRAND MASTERS (50 years and older) Left & Right-Hand 
Men:  -75, 90, 100, 100+ kg. 
Women:  Open. 

 

ACCEPTED  32  2  2 

 
 

6. Adding one weight category for Senior Women. 
 
6. Adding of one weight category to women seniors 90 kg. To be 80, 90 and 90+ kg. 
 

General Secretary presented the proposal. The proposal will add 1 (one) category per arm. 
 
Proposed:  
SENIORS Left & Right Hand    
Women:  -50, 55, 60, 65, 70, 80, 90, 90+ kg. 

Actual: 
SENIORS Left & Right Hand    
Women:  -50, 55, 60, 65, 70, 80, 80+ kg. 

 

ACCEPTED  24  2  6 
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5. Proposal from Ukrainian Federation 
 
1. Para-Armwrestling weight categories adjustments. 

 
1. Physical (PID) sitting Men – change weight categories. 
Current: Men – 55, 65, 75, + 75 kg | Proposed: Men – 60, 70, 80, + 80 kg 
 
Rationale: all categories physically challenged (Physical (PID), Physical (PIU), Visual (VI), Hearing (HI)) liken with one standard: 
Physical (PID) sitting M – 60, 70, 80, + 80 kg – need to confirm 
Physical (PIU) standing M - 60 70 80 90 + 90 kg - accepted 
Visual (VI) standing M - 60 70 80 90 100 + 100 kg - accepted 
Hearing (HI) standing M - 60 70 80 90 100 + 100 kg - accepted 
For men are all classes of disability: the first category is 60 kg and the following are after every 10 kg 
 
2. In the junior category YOUTH 23 Physical (PIU) it is needed to change the weight categories: 
Current: Men - 55 + 55 kg / Women - 50 + 50 kg | Proposed: Men - 60 + 60 kg / Women - 55 + 55 kg 
Rationale: for juniors in the class of physically challenged, the age was extended from 18 to 23. For this matter, it is necessary to enlarge the first weight 
category for 5 kg. 

 

Mr. Petrenko Volodymyr (Ukraine) withdraw the proposals. 
 

WITHDRAW       
 
 

2. Para-Armwrestling multiple entries allowance. 
 

3. Allow juniors that competing among physically challenged people, to compete against adults. 
Rationale: in all sports the juniors can compete among adults. 

 
General Secretary explained that technically it is not possible due to the fact that Juniors and Seniors play in the same day 
and it is possible to have one athlete in two tables. 
Anders Axklo (Sweden/): “I want to comment so you realize, that during the competition, we are not waiting for somebody to 
rest in between. It means they come from one table and we have a 16 years old men that is in wheelchair, who is just finished 
tough games to be called immediately to another table, because he is doubling, because the categories are running.” 
After discussions and clarifications President asked members to vote. 
 

REJECTED  10  23  4 

 
 

6. Proposal from Russian Federation 
 
1. Para-Armwrestling weight categories adjustments. 

 
1. PARA-ARMRESTLING 
1.1 To approve additional classes and weight categories: 
PIUH women 65, 65+ 
PID junior boys 55, 55+ and junior girls 50, 50+ 
PID men 85, 85+ (to remove weight category 75+) 
VI junior 55, 55+ and junior girls 50, 50+ 
1.2 To consider command points for deaf athletes separately. 

 

Mr. Filimonov Alexander (Russia) withdraw the proposals. 
 

WITHDRAW       
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2. Additional age group and weight classes (14-15 years). 
 

Young men, girls (14-15 years) 
45 kg 50 kg 55 kg 60 kg 65 kg 70 kg 70+ kg 
40 kg 45 kg 50 kg 55 kg 60 kg 70 kg 70+ kg 

 
Croatia proposed to have under 15 category instead of only 14-15 years old. Ukraine proposed less weight categories for this 
group which can be added later according with the registered athletes. Russia did not accept to change the proposal.  
General Secretary asked the members for the vote. 
 

ACCEPTED  21  4  9 

 
 

3. University European Armwrestling Championship approval for 2019. 
 

3. To approve in the calendar of WAF for 2019 the European armwrestling championship of students; 
4. To approve the place and terms of holding the European armwrestling championship of students (Poland, Bulgaria – November). 

 

Mr. Filimonov Alexander (Russia) withdraw the proposals. 
 

WITHDRAW       
 
 

7. Proposals from Canada (added) 
 
1. Master referee can be independent from his/ her country. 

 
Master referees do not have to be associated with a country. Once a person becomes a Master level referee, they should not beholden to any country. 

 
After discussions and clarifications General Secretary asked members to vote. 
 

REJECTED  4  27  2 

 
 
2. Extra night accommodation for the Master referees attending the referee seminar 

 
Master referees that take part in the Referee seminar should get an extra night in the hotel. We must be here for 9 nights bu t are only given 8 nights’ 
accommodation.  

 
General Secretary (Mircea) asked Rick (Canada) for a number of referees and Rick confirmed that they need one-night 
accommodation for 12 master referees. Mircea asked about the referees that do not referee all days, they will get one more 
night? After discussions we agree to vote for 12 referees which referee all 6 days can receive one extra night from organizer. 
Sasha (Croatia): “But why we don't organize seminar on the second day?”  
Leonard (Head Referee): “Because we don't have enough time to test all referees in time before the congress.”  
Mircea: “Leonard, why do you need a congress. We don't approve referees at the congress.”  
Leonard: “We are part of this congress, that's why it’s good to finish all that before the congress. And the Championship 
starts tomorrow.”  
Mircea: “It’s not only 6-night accommodation, it’s a problem to have the seminar one day before everybody comes.” 
After discussions and clarifications General Secretary asked members to vote. 
 

REJECTED  9  19  6 
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3. Credit card acceptance for worlds accommodation and services 
 
 

The host must accept credit cards. We are having too many issues with the bank transfer process plus it is expensive. 

 

General Secretary confirmed that this rule already exists and kindly asked members who will be organizers to follow the rule 
and offer electronic payments services in order to improve the attendance at the championships. 
Canada withdraw the proposal. 
 

WITHDRAW       
 
 

4. Adding weight categories for Grand Master Women 
 

Section 1.3 - Add a 60 and 70kg right and left hand to the Ladies Grand Masters. Ladies Open discourages lighter ladies. 

 

The changes for the Senior Grand Master Women weight categories were approved within the Asian Federation proposals. 
Canada withdraw the proposal. 
 

WITHDRAW       
 
 

5. Rules error fix 
 

Discrepancy in Rules: 
5.2.2 – 60 seconds to get to table, 8.1.1 – 30 seconds. It should be 30 seconds for able bodied persons and 60 seconds for Para Athletes. 

 

General Secretary confirmed that the error was fixed before the Congress as in the updated WAF Rules included into the current 
working book. 
Canada withdraw the proposal. 
 

WITHDRAW       
 
 

8. Proposals from Asian Armwrestling Federation (added) 
 
1. Head referee nominated every 4 years by the WAF Executive Committee  

 
Head referee to be elected by the WAF Executive Board for a term of 4 years. 

 
President of the Asian Armwrestling Federation Mr. Jeenbek Mukanbetov presented the proposal: “Dear friends, we had a 
proposal of Asian Armwrestling Federation. Now you showed that you are clear in your mind and you look forward. Thank you 
for your choice regarding the judgement commission. We show all, that we look forward to changes. My proposal is to choose 
the head referee for 4 years for the Olympic cycle. The world-wide experience shows that people change after 7 years, and the 
Head referee is very corrupted. So, I propose to choose the Head referee of WAF for 4 years, and this choice, the choice of the 
Head Referee, should be made by the WAF Executive Board.” 
 
General Secretary asked the members for the vote. 
 

ACCEPTED  21  5  9 
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7. New Business. Question and suggestion period for member association 

 
1. President question for 2019 Worlds 

 
President asked Polish Federation (Igor) to confirm the City and the period for the 2019 World Championships awarded to 
Poland. 
Igor confirmed that the City will be decided after this championship, between Gdansk and Katowice. Period proposed is the first 
week of September 1 to 10th of September 2019. 
President reminded members the rule of organizing world championships end of September beginning of October and asked 
members to vote for Igor proposal, as an exception this year, to have the 2019 worlds in the beginning of September.  
 
Proposal voted: As an exception for this year, the 2019 World Armwrestling & Para-Armwrestling Championships will be 
organized in the beginning of September. 
 

ACCEPTED  28  1  6 

 
 

2. WAF Head Referee 
 
Suggestion regarding evaluation of master referees age 60 and above.  

 
General Secretary reminded members that “following last year discussion about WAF referees retirement age, Anders from 
Sweden asked the referee panel to present on next congress align about how they will test over 60 years old referees. As a 
result, the Head Referee Leonard Harkless made a proposal to be discussed in the congress and you all have the proposal for 
discussion. We will not vote. The proposal is for discussions in the Agenda.”  
David Shead (EAF Head Referee): “My question is, why the testing of the referees needs to be anonymous? All tests of the 
judges are not anonymous. Why this one has to be?” 
Leonard: “The question of being anonymous is in there because sometimes these who test referees over 60, its possible them 
to test their boss. So, that’s why referee panel felt that it’s better to be anonymous in that case.”  
Assen: “Anyhow, the testing will be made by the classification panel. And after we decide, how to do it.” 
 
 

8. Adjournment 

 
President: “We just received a very sad news in this moment, I want Mircea to announce it.”  
Mircea: “The shocking news is that the GAISF President Mr. Patrick Baumann died few hours ago, he died from heart attack in 
Argentina and I will kindly ask you to keep a moment of silence for him…… Thank you very much. 
This is really sad news. We will send our condolences to the family and to all sport family.” 
 
More info and clarifications regarding Championships organization, accommodation and schedule were discussed. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 21:50. 
 


