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Our reference: WAF1167/29.09.2017       WAF Congress Meeting 2017 
 

 

OFFICIAL MINUTES  
 

WORLD ARMWRESTLING FEDERATION 
CONGRESS MEETING / GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Hotel Flamenco Danubius, Budapest – Hungary, September 3rd, 2017 

 
 

 
Executive Board and Directorate: 
 
President:  Assen Hadjitodorov 
 
General Secretary: Mircea Simionescu-Simicel 
 
Vice Presidents:   
  Europe  – Atilla Csabai 
  North America  – Simon Berriochoa  
  South America  – Humberto Panzetti 
  Asia  – Jeenbek Mukanbetov  
  Africa  – Zien Alabedin Ali 
 
Head Referee: Leonard Harkless  
 
Country list and representative persons: 
 
1. Armenia  - Gabrielyan Arsen 
2. Azerbaijan  - Kamran Qurbanov 
3. Belarus  - Shmyko Dzmitry 
4. Belgium - Jean-Frideric Andre 
5. Brazil  - Marcio Moreira 
6. Bulgaria  - Veronika Bonkova 
7. Canada  - Rick Pinkney 
8. Costa Rica - Edgardo Picado Ramírez 
9. Croatia  - Aleksandar Jakovac 
10. Czech Republic - Martin Romani 
11. Egypt - Zien Alabedin Ali 
12. Finland - Anssi Ainali 
13. Georgia - Ioseb (Soso) Jachvliani 
14. Ghana - Charles Osei Asibey 
15. Greece  - Filikidis Pantelis 
16. Hungary  - Doro Zsolt 
17. India - Hashim Reza Zabeh 
18. Italy  - Claudio Rizza 
19. Israel - unreadable  
20. Japan - Takashi Ueno 

21. Kazakhstan  - Assainov Marat 
22. Kyrgyzstan  - Siezbek Abdyldaev 
23. Latvia  - Raimonds Liepins 
24. Lithuania  - Vydas Mikelionis 
25. Malaysia  - Zil Fadli 
26. Moldova - Grumeza Alexandru 
27. Nigeria - Samuel Jackson 
28. Norway  - David Eilertsen 
29. Poland - Anna Mazurenko 
  - Marcin Mielniczuk 
30. Romania  - Eduard Dimiean 
31. Russia - Alexander Filimoniv 
  - Andrey Petrov 
32. Sweden  - Anders Axklo 
33. Switzerland - unreadable  
34. South Korea - Seung-Min Bae 
35. Turkey - Niyazi Kurt 
36. UAE - Hussain Alsaffar  
37. Ukraine  - Volodymyr Petrenko 
38. United States - Vazgen Soghoyan 

 
Total countries: 38  Total voting rights: 38 
Congress started 17:30 
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1. Welcome and Attendance 

 
The host President Mr. Atilla Csabai welcomed the teams in Budapest and wished good luck to all teams. 
President welcome attendants in Hungary, Budapest. President confirmed that WAF is growing fast and it is going into the 
right path. He wished good luck and to the teams. 
 
General Secretary nominated Aleksandar Jakovac (Croatia) to count the votes. He agreed. 

 

ACCEPTED  37  0  0 

 

2. Approval of 2016 Congress Meeting Minutes from Blagoevgrad, Bulgaria  

 

ACCEPTED  31  0  0 

 

3. Affiliation of New Members 

 
We have 2 applicants which sent the requested documents. General Secretary asked members to vote for both if no one 
have comments. Members approved. 

 
1. MAURITUS 
2. PORTUGAL 

 

ACCEPTED  37  0  0 

 
 
Re-approve: 

 
1. GEORGIA 

 
Georgia modify the registration documents due to changes of the National law  

 

ACCEPTED  32  0  0 

 
2. KOREA 
 

Korea has a new federation approved by Asian Armwrestling Federation.  
 

ACCEPTED  36  0  0 

 
 

4. Approval of Reports  

 
President briefly presented his report which was attached. He presented the two most important issueses 
for WAF which are the membership of SportAccord and Paralympic games. 
SportAccord, he confirmed that we have 39 from 40 national recognised federations and kindly asked 
members who did not sent the recognition letter to make an effort in order to be approved in April 2018 
as full member of SportAccord (GAISF). He presented the benefits of this recognition to the national 
level. 
Paralympic Games. President kindly asked members to be more involved, to  to bring more para-
armwrestlers in order to reach the IPC standards for participation in future Paralympic Games. One of 
the most important requirements is to have at least 30 countries participating every championship. 
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Mr. Humberto Panzetti, WAF Vice President South America talked about the South American 
Armwrestling Championship held in Lima, Peru from 10th to 11th of December 2016. Participating 
countries were Brazil, Argentina, Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Chile, Paraguay, Nicaragua and Mexico. 
Next international championship will be in Nicaragua between 27th and 28th of October 2017. 
 
European Armwrestling Federation report is included into the working book. General Secretary briefly 
presented the content and asked for comments. No questions/ comments were made. 
 
Mr. Samuel Jackson (Nigeria), representant of the African Armwrestling Federation (AFAF). He 
presented African report which is attached to the work book. In 2017 AFAF Congress new positions were 
added to the office structure (Deputy General Secretary, 2nd Vice President and executive members. 
New members applied to AFAF: Mauritius, Madagascar, Uganda Seychelles and Ghana from which two 
received AFAF membership: Mauritius and Ghana. 
The 2017 African Championship recorded more than 60 athletes from 5 countries: Nigeria, Ghana, Mali, 
Egypt and Cameroon. 
 
Mr. Jeenbek Mukanbetov, WAF Vice President Asia, Asian Armwrestling Federation (AAF). Mr. 
Mukambetov congratulated the host of the Worlds. He presented the report of AAF. The Asian 
Championship was organized in June 2017 at the Issik-Kul Lake in Kyrgyzstan where more than 460 
competitors from over 12 Countries participated, All WAF Para-Armwrestling classes were present 
including physical impairments, visual and hearing impairments. He talked about the inclusion of 
Armwrestling into the program of 2018 Nomad Games, one of the most famous games in Asia where 
more than one million participants took part on the last edition.  
 
Mr. Simon Berriochoa, WAF Vice President North America (NAAF). He presented briefly the activities on 
the continent. Every weekend more than three tournaments take place in US and Canada. NAAF is 
looking to expand beyond those countries as well. During 2017 they made very good inroads to very 
strong disabled competitions in the US and Canada. He thanks the audience. 
 
Mr. Leonard, WAF Head Referee. During Referee seminar 14 referees were tested on the practical table. 
For this Championship we have a very strong team of referees attending 20 Master referees working. 
Last year was a very good year for promoting master referees and he presented the Master referees 
from 2016 Worlds. He honored the Master referee Victor Barbu (Romania) who have passed away on 
an early age in 2017. Mr. Harkles thank audience. 
 
Mrs. Mila Tafradjieva, WAF Antidoping Commission presented the doping report in a projected 
presentation, attached to the working book. During last Worlds we concluded 67 tests from which 7 are 
positive. She presented clarifications about IRMS tests which were needed in 6 from 7 samples. The 
IRMS tests are an extra cost which must be supported by the positive tested athletes federation.  
Other points included into the presentation: In-competition testing results, statistics, Anti-Doping 
education, out-of-competition testing, ADAMS. Mr. Mukambetov, congratulated the commission for the 
report and kindly requested the commission not to be politically influenced.  
Mr. Frederic answered that commission do not make any politics and that their main goals are fair play 
and clean sport.  
 
Mrs. Ludmila Mazdrakova, Head of Classification. She presented the procedures of the classification. 
She confirmed that it is very important to meet the requirements and to comply with IPC rules and that is 
why since the beginning of 2016 we created our Classification Code and during this Championship we 
will have the 4th Classification session at this championship, we had so far 2 classification seminars. We 
kindly ask you to be more involved and bring more athletes at the championships. She congratulates 
nationals teams for their cooperation and efforts to the same goal the inclusion of armwrestling into the 
Paralympic Games. Anna Mazurenko (Poland) added few words regarding attendance into the seminars 
and asked the members to be more involved into the classification education. 
David Shead added few words and congratulated the classification panel. 
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Mr. Mauro Pascoa, Scientific Department Of Health And Performance 
Mauro shared news about the data collected during the world championships from 2012-2016 by the  
scientific department. The presentation of statistics and numbers was made on the projector. Report is 
added to the working book. 
He also requested support from national teams to support the research and bring the first 2 senior 
athletes to the assessments organized during the championship.  
 

General Secretary proposed to vote for the reports.  
 

ACCEPTED  28  0  0 

 
 

5. Approval of WAF World Championships and other Sanctioned Championships 

 
2018 – Turkey, Antalya 
2019 – Poland 
2020 – Romania 
 
Bids for 2021 World Armwrestling and Para-Armwrestling Championship 
 
2021 – Bulgaria  

 

ACCEPTED  29  0  1 

 
 
President presented a positive report about the inspection in Antalya and invited the host to present few details for the 2018 
Worlds in Antalya. Engin Terzi made a short presentation.  
 
General Secretary invited Poland to present the upcoming World Cup for Disabled hosted by them in November 2017. Marcin 
Mielniczuk presented the event and invited all the members. 

 
 

6. Modifications of statutes, bylaws and rules  

 
1. Proposal from the WAF Executive Board 

 
1. Approval of NEW Classes for disabled athletes with upper limbs impairment. 

 
Proposal from the WAF Executive Board to the 2017 WAF Congress Meeting 
After many seminars, meetings and trainings with IPC and based on their recommendations we want to propose new classes for Physical 
Impairment for the athletes with upper limbs impairment for Sit-down and Stand-up position. 
 

The proposal is to approve adding of the following categories: 
 

Physical Impairment athletes with upper limbs impairment              
(PIDH – sitting) 
Men:     -80 kg, +80 kg 
  

Physical Impairment athletes with upper limbs impairment               
(PIUH – standing) 
Men:     -85 kg, +85 kg

Those categories are valid for this championship after they were approved by the WAF Executive Board. 

 
Alexander Filimonov (Russia) came with the proposal not to vote for the sitting classes with amputees and proposed to add 
70 kg to the weight category for standing amputees class. General Secretary informed Russia that proposals must be sent 
according with the rules, 60 days before congress. Discussions have taken place. No changes. 

 

ACCEPTED  31  0  4 
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2. Proposal from the WAF General Secretary 
 
1. Assistant Referee position at the table for a better exposure. 

 
Proposal from the WAF General Secretary – Mircea Simionescu-Simicel  
 

1. Better exposure, assistant referee position  
 

In order to present armwrestling in an interesting and attractive manner (SportAccord), we should create rules regarding the assistant referee, 
which, most of the times stand in front of the camera during our live streaming or broadcasting, covering the athletes and the matches. 
Our actual rule say “After the match has started, the two referees will watch each their side for fouls or a pin.” But most of them stand in the 
centre covering the cameras. 
 

Proposal: 
 

Type: add  
Document: WAF Rules  
Article/s: Section 3 Referees, Article 3.4. Stand up style referee 
Add sub-article 3.4.3 
• Assistant referee will not stand at any time in front of the table area. They may stand asides from the table corner to the exterior. 
• Before the match start, assistant referee will not stand with his/ her back to the public. 
• Before the match start, assistant referee will show hand signs only under the pin pad level. 
• The setup of the referee grip and strap match will be made with one hand from the sides of the table. 
 

Extras from the SportAccord statutes membership application criteria: 
Any organisation willing to apply for membership must submit its application ….., together with:  
….. 
13. a document presenting its event, explaining in particular: 
….. - the steps taken to present its sport in an interesting and attractive manner; 
 
Correct positions: 
 

 
 

General Secretary presented the proposal. David Shead joined Leonard Harkles presented the panel opinion on this 
proposal. He presented the fact that during strap match and referee grip must be an exception and confirmed that the panel 
do not recommend this proposal if the changes are not accepted. Rick joined the discussion and confirmed the panel 
opinion. General Secretary answered and explained the need of a better exposure on video (TV or Internet) and the idea of 
this proposal. Discussions continued and the panel recommended to add this exception. General Secretary agreed to 
change the proposal. Modifications have been discussed. Anders Axklo joined the discussions making a proposal for the 
changes (e.). Marcin asked when the rule will be in place and the answer was from this championship. 
The changed proposal according discussions: 

 
3.4.3 Assistant referee position at the table for better exposure of the matches.  
a) Assistant referee will not stand in front of the table area unless setting up the strap or the referee grip. They may stand asides from the 
table corner to the exterior. 
b) Before the match start, assistant referee will not stand with his/ her back to the public. 
c) Before the match start, assistant referee will show hand signs only under the pin pad level. 
d) The setup of the referee grip and strap match will be made with one hand from the sides of the table if possible. 
e) No match can start if the second referee is standing in front of the table area. 

 

ACCEPTED  33  1  2 
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2. Proposals from Russia 
 

1. Create  the Students Commission for armwrestling. 
 

Discussions took place. 
 

ACCEPTED  35  0  2 

 
2. Para-Armwrestling: To establish age of juniors to 23 years (instead of 18 years actual).  

 
Discussions took place. The rule will apply to the next Championships. 

 

ACCEPTED  24  0  13 

 
 

3. Proposals from Poland 
 
1. Create division for Junior up to 16 years old. 

 
Polish Armwrestling Federation proposal to WAF 
- create division for Junior up to 16 y.o. (changes in WAF Constitution Art. 18 Sub-s. 4 and WAF Rules Section 1 point 1.3) 
As all we know, the junior group is the fastest growing group in any sport. Introducing an additional group for juniors up to 16 would increase the number of competitors 
taking part in World, Continentals and Nationals Championship. 
We propose following working schedule: 
– from now till the congress meeting during the World Championship 2018 WAF members will prepare their proposals for weight classes for this age group. 
– we discus and vote weight classes during WAF Congress in 2018. 
– we start to play junior 16 division from the World Championship in 2019 

 

Discussions took place. Anders Axklo proposed also to set the minimum age at 14 years old. Anna Mazurenko presented 
the idea of the proposal and said that the juniors minimum age is not added in the proposal because they want to improve 
this rule together with the members and debate it. Armenia asked what is the opinion of the Anti-doping commission. JF 
Andre said that for all juniors under 18 there are no interdictions on the doping control less than the minors have to be 
accompanied by an adult (parent or team member). Turkey asked about bigger platforms or to use the small tables. Veronika 
(Bulgaria) joined the discussions and said that this proposal must be debated before. President explained that this is just a 
proposal to start debating on this age group and after debates details will be added. Ukraine and Russia joined the 
discussions. Russia recommended this age group.  

 

ACCEPTED  29  1  3 

 
 

4. Proposals from Switzerland 
 
1. Worlds Dates. To remove back the Worlds in end of November or early December. 

 
From :  Swiss Armwrestling Federation 
 
Dates of the World Championship: 
To remove back the worlds in end of november or early december, as september is to close to the europeans, and as well training during 
summer isnt possible due to the high temperatures. 
In all sport federations they do the worlds in the end of the season, and not in the beginning ( ice hockey for example have their worlds in 
may and not in january.) 
The worlds has to be the ultimate tournament of the year. 
 

Discussions took place. Pascal Girard presented the proposal. President explained that the December is a risky winter 
month for many participants which may be blocked. The President confirmed that when setting dates the executive board 
will keep in mind Switzerland proposal and that this was an exception to have the Worlds at the beginning of September. 
Anna Mazurenko (Poland) said that as an organizer September and October are best for the worlds with cheaper 
accommodation and flights costs.  

 

REJECTED  6  24  5 
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5. Proposals from Hungary 

 
1. All participants to the congress meetings and official events will have to respect the business casual 

dress code. Sport outfits will not be accepted. 
 

ACCEPTED  25  1  3 

 
 

6. Proposals from European Armwrestling Federation 
 
1. Members which do not provide their national federation registration certificates/ documents legally 

translated in English language, will loose the voting right in the Congress (World and Continental 
level). 

 
Discussions took place. Rick (Canada) and Anders (Sweden) asked details. General Secretary provided the answers. 

 

ACCEPTED  28  3  0 

 
 

7. Proposals from EAF Executive Board 
 
1. WAF referees retirement age at 60 years. 

 
Proposal 
WAF referees retirement age is 60 years. 
 

Document:  WAF Rules 
Change: Add 
 

Reasons 
 

As in most of the other sports, the age of the referees is limited. 
The reaction speed, the visual accuracy and the need of fast decisions can not be the same at late ages.  
We believe that at this ages the best way to use the huge experience, to develop armwrestling refereeing is to have highly experienced 
referees on the referee panel, helping on the rules improvement, occupy the position of Head Referee or other positions, supervising referees, 
training young referees, organizing, supervising and holding referees seminars, conducting training programs or fulfilling other organizational 
needs in terms of refereeing. 

 
Discussions took place. Rick Pinkney (Canada) said that in the next 4 year we will loose most experienced master referees 
and requested the members not to vote this proposal. Leonard Harkles speaking on behalf of referee panel explained that 
this proposal is not good for the experienced referees. Leonard also proposed to test the over 60 years old referees even 
they are masters. David Shead also presented his opinion to the members. Anders asked the referee panel to present for 
the next congress a plan on how they will test the over 60 years old referees. President explained the proposal and 
motivation. Voting will take place. 

 

REJECTED  11  21  4 

 
 

7. Approval of Financial report 2016 / 2017 

 
General Secretary invited the WAF Auditor, Mr. Volodymyr Petrenko to present his report. Petrenko confirmed that he 
received all the supporting financial documents, that he checked the financial report and he recommend for approval. 
 

 

ACCEPTED  25  0  3 
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8. New Business. Question and suggestion period for member association 

 
1. Discussions / Suggestions from WAF Scientific Department 

Health and Performance Department – Health 
 

Proposal: 
Health and Performance Department – HEALTH, has the mission to set physiological standards specific to arm- wrestlers as we see in others 
sports modalities. The way we get this information is through some evaluation with the athletes all over the world. With these data coach and 
nutritionist can prescribe better goals and plans to get the best performance for the athletes. 
With the intention to get all the information as possible and with as many countries as possible during the world championship, we claim for 
the proposals below: 
1- A specific room to the health and performance department to make measurements to set up reference values for physiological issues 
specific to arm- wrestlers. 
2- Set an evaluation schedule with specific day and time for which country with the coach and athletes present. 
3- Evaluate the 3 podium athletes after the doping exam to set the Champion reference. 
4- To Set up a new Committee, under the HEALTH to promote International Seminar about Armwrestling: Topic: History, Organization, Rules 
, Sponsorship, Nutrition and Basic training. 

 
No questions from members. 
 

2. Discussions / Suggestions from African Armwrestling Federation (AFAF) 
 
 
1- Our first concern in the development of the Armwrestling in Africa is the acquisition of a Regulated Armwrestling table - Countries hosting the Armwrestling 
Organization must ensure that visas are obtained on time.  
2- The WAF being the institution by excellence that governs the Armwrestling in all the world must accompany us in the organization and the development of this one: - 
Logistically - Financially  
3- African countries that have not paid their affiliation fees on the one hand and who have not taken part in the African Championship of Armwrestling of the current year 
will not be able to participate in the world championship of the same year. 

 
Samuel Jackson (AFAF Vice President) asked to discuss only the point 3. Discussions took place. 
President advised AFAF to create a rule in their federation and when they have a member which do 
not comply with their rules to ban that federation to WAF Competitions. 
Anders advised, in order not to ban athletes, to request members from continents to pay first the 
Continental Affiliation fees. JF Andre joined the discussions.  
President encouraged the African Federation and confirmed his support to the continent but he asked 
them to be more active, create own rules and strengthen their organization with the help of WAF. He 
also offered support donating armwrestling tables in the continent.  

 
 

3. EAF Vice President Aleksander Jakovacs discussions about SportAccord 
 

Aleksander wanted to bring to the members attention that in order to have big teams at the continental 
and world championship, the First step is to become SportAccord full members, otherwise our sport 
will not be recognised in many countries, where you will not receive finances. Financing the national 
teams is the most important for the development and attendance to the international events. 
We want to organize Europeans 2019 and our authorities told us that without being a member of 
SportAccord they cannot finance this event. He kindly asked the members to do their best and get the 
last recognition one or two letter we need in order to fulfill SportAccord membership criteria. 
Questions came from Ghana, General Secretary presented the current  
 

Before adjournment the host presented Championship information about airport transfers, transport 
between hotels and the venue and return and also about accommodation. Discussions taken place. Host 
answered to the the members questions. 
 
 

9. Adjournment 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 20:50. 
 


